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On the evening of April 1, Election Council president Mario Samayoa announced the final official
results of the March 20 elections for the country's 60-seat Legislative Assembly. Samayoa said
the Republican Nationalist Alliance (ARENA) had won 30 seats in the Assembly, one short of an
absolute majority; President Jose Napoleon Duarte's Christian Democratic party, 29 seats; and the
National Conciliation Party, 7. ARENA officials claim their rivals rigged the vote count to forestall
the party gaining its rightful majority in the national congress. If the election results are accepted,
the Christian Democrats and the National Conciliation Party could effectively exercise a veto
in the legislature, and thus tie ARENA on any major vote. Seats are awarded under a system of
proportional representation. Consequently, a few hundred votes can make a significant difference
in the composition of the Assembly. ARENA withdrew from the Election Council on March 29, and
vowed to challenge the results in court, requesting that they be nullified. The National Association
of Private Enterprise has threatened a business strike if ARENA was not awarded 31 seats. The
Association predicted violence in the streets. In the outgoing Assembly, the Christian Democrats
held a majority of 33 seats, ARENA 13, and the Conciliation Party, 12. (Basic data from Washington
Post, 04/03/88)
-- End --
